A Time to Plant … Sweet Peas!


By now all current Aspen Historical Society members should have received your FREE packet of sweet pea seeds in the mail as a thank you for your continued support of the Society (if you haven’t received them please contact us).  Help continue this Aspen tradition and at the same time add some color to your yard – and Aspen itself –by following the planting instructions included with the seed packet.   May is the perfect time to plant these hardy flowers and with our recent warm weather (?!) the timing this year should be perfect (our fingers are crossed!).  

For those who may not be current members you can still pick up your FREE sweet pea seeds at the Historical Society’s Wheeler-Stallard Museum (corner of 6th and Bleeker in Aspen’s historic West End neighborhood), at either of BJ Adams and Company’s offices in Aspen (corner of Hunter and Hopkins) or Snowmass Village (the historic yellow farmhouse next to Alpine Bank) and at The Aspen Times’ office (310 East Main).  The seeds are available on a first come, first served basis and will be distributed until supplies run out.


As Aspen’s official flower, growing colorful sweet peas goes back to the silver mining days of the late 1800s.  Easy to grow and a prolific producer of flowers (the more you pick, the more you get!), sweet peas have long represented our community’s love of color, environment, and the desire to look our best for the many visitors who come to experience Aspen.  It should be noted that sweet peas are grown exclusively for their flowers as the peas produced are inedible and mildly toxic.  In other words, the practical reason for growing this colorful plant is purely aesthetic – we grow them simply because they look nice!


With your help we will continue to be one of the most colorful communities – literally – in Colorado as we all enjoy another sweet pea summer.  For more information please call the Aspen Historical Society at (970) 925-3721, BJ Adams and Company at either (970)922-2111 or 923-2111 or The Aspen Times at (970) 925-3414.
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