August Time Travel Tuesdays Are All About Aspen Characters

Throughout the month of August the Aspen Historical Society is pleased to be presenting “Aspen’s Character Project” as part of the Time Travel Tuesdays series.  The programs will take place as usual on Tuesday evenings at 5:30 and during August will be presented at the Holden/Marolt Mining and Ranching Museum with the exception of the final performance which will be held at Lift One Park.  

“Aspen’s Character Project” was created to breathe life into two dimensional accounts of past Aspenites by having local community members choose individuals from Aspen’s past, research their lives in detail and present a program that brings that person to life in the form of a performance by the program’s participants.  Begun in 2009 and overseen by the Society’s Nina Gabianelli, “Aspen’s Character Project” has already showcased a number of locals taking on personalities from our collective past.  This month we will see the program delve even deeper into the one local resource that can’t be as easily defined as ore in the ground or snow on the slopes: Aspen’s people.  

The first in this month’s programming on August 3rd will feature longtime Ashcroft resident and Toklat founder Isabel Mace as interpreted by local writer and actor Naomi Havlen.  Joining Naomi on the program will be local television host Lynn Aliya as she assumes the role of Eve Homeyer, the first female mayor of Aspen elected in 1969.  
On August 10th we will look at two of the people who helped make Aspen successful as a resort after WWII, Fabi Benedict and Dick Durrance.  Portrayed by Society docent Jane Click, Fabi Benedict’s time in Aspen parallels Aspen’s rise from an unknown town to international resort as she became wife to architectural leader Fritz Benedict and a quiet supporter of Aspen charities.  Local filmmaker and Olympic skier Dick Durrance not only ran the Aspen Skiing Corporation in its early years but also brought Aspen and Snowmass to the world through his many films.  Alexander Hunter will relate his story.
August 17th features Society tour guide Dean Weiler as he takes us on a journey with one of Aspen’s earliest promoters and entrepreneurs, B. Clark Wheeler.  And staying in the same mining-era timeframe, Sarah Maesch will channel the pioneer spirit that made Kate Cowenhoven such an early force in a nascent Aspen.  
Tuesday, August 24th will be the final “Character Project” performances as Society docent Jane Battaglia and History Coach Mike Monroney look at the lives of one-time Ashcroft school teacher Emma Perry and world-renowned artist and designer Herbert Bayer, respectively. 

The final Time Travel Tuesday of the summer season will be a “don’t miss” performance of “A Briefly Complete History of Aspen”.  Enjoy this 45 minute tour de force with three actors taking on 130 years of Aspen history in a romp sure to entertain and educate.  This special performance will take place outdoors at Lift One Park on the lawn in front of the old Skiers Chalet restaurant on Aspen Street (just uphill from Deane Street) and features Mike Monroney (who also wrote the play), Nina Gabianelli and Lee Sullivan.

For more information on any of these programs please call 970-925-3721.
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