March is Celebrate History Month!

What has been a week in the past has now become a month of historical fun, entertainment and education with this year’s advent of Celebrate History Month.  The Society is planning to highlight our local history in a collection of events, programs and tours sure to entice everyone from student to senior and all in-between.

Kicking off this month of celebrating will be the world premiere of “A Briefly Complete History of Aspen”, a fun and entertaining “romp through history”.  Written by local actor and Society “history coach” Mike Monroney, this 45 minute play is performed by 3 actors who take us through 130 years of aspen history.  The play uses humor, music and some unusual “dance” moves to tell Aspen’s story while staying accurate to the history itself and entertaining in the process.  This special performance will be held at the Black Box Theatre at Aspen High School on Tuesday, March 2nd.  Doors open at 5:00 pm, show time is at 5:30 and the cost is $10 for adults, $5 for students and Historical Society members.

Thursdays in March will feature FREE tours of the historic Hotel Jerome given by Aspen Historical Society historian Larry Fredrick.  Discover why this iconic Aspen hotel was ahead of its time when it opened in 1889 and learn about the part it played hosting the 10th Mountain Division during WWII.  The tours will take place every Thursday in March and begin in the Jerome’s lobby at 1:30.

As Celebrate History Month continues, Monday through Friday of the week of March 8th through the 12th the Society, in conjunction with the Aspen Skiing Company is pleased to feature special FREE on-mountain historical tours on Aspen Mountain.  Tour times are 1:00 pm at the top of Aspen Mountain near the information kiosk, intermediate skiing ability is recommended and the tour will take participants down blue runs while telling the history of the area right where much of it happened!  See actual mine dumps, learn the “lay of the land” from a mountain viewpoint as it relates to the settling of the Roaring Fork Valley and enjoy stories of Aspen from the earliest mining days into the modern era of jet setters and world class recreation facilities.  

Time Travel Tuesdays will also continue to tell our local story through a variety of programs, all on Tuesdays at 5:30 pm.  In addition to “A Briefly Complete History of Aspen” on March 2nd, we will be showing a filmed version of our on-mountain history tour on Tuesday, March 9th.  Titled “Aspen’s History from Top to Bottom”, this program will take place at our new Lift One Museum Design Center, located in the Ajax Mountain building across from Gondola Plaza on Durant Street in downtown Aspen.  The Center itself is located directly above Café Ink.

On Tuesday, March 16th we return to the Wheeler/Stallard Museum for an evening of character vignettes called “History Comes to Life: Aspen’s Character Project”.  Aspen’s collection of real-life characters is the inspiration for this project and the evening will showcase a selection of historical performances based on those characters, researched and interpreted by local community members.  
Tuesday, March 23rd will feature a program at the Holden/Marolt Mining and Ranching Museum called “Silver on Glass: Images from Aspen’s Past”.  When the late Nick DeWolfe realized that the Society’s collection of historic glass-plate negatives was in need of proper archiving he enthusiastically stepped in and funded a project to save this invaluable resource.  “Silver on Glass” is the result of that effort and is a series of video sketches that uses those glass plates as vehicles to tell our early local history. The Holden/Marolt Mining and Ranching Museum is located on Aspen’s western edge on the Marolt Open Space.  Call for detailed directions if you don’t know exactly how to find the museum.

The final Time Travel Tuesday of the month will be “All Aboard: Last Chance to See ’Go West Young Man! but Park at the Intercept Lot’” at a FREE reception at the Wheeler/Stallard Museum on March 30th.  We will be changing out this exhibit for a new one this spring and hope you will join us for a final sendoff of this popular exhibit on Aspen’s transportation history from the Ute Nation to the modern era of jets and limos.  
For more information on these or any other Historical Society programs or events please call (970) 925-3721 or go online to www.aspenhistory.org.  
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