Fall is for Ghost Towns!

As summer days get shorter and cooler and the peaks begin to sport an occasional dusting of snow, the time to go visit our local ghost towns is now.  Both Ashcroft and Independence are still easily accessible right now and with new brochures printed this summer and a recent archeological survey completed at Independence your ghost town experience can be better than ever as we continue to learn more about how some of the earliest residents of this area lived.  All this and great fall colors, too!

With winter and the closing of Independence Pass likely still a couple of months away, now is the perfect time to visit the ghost town of Independence.  Located 16 miles east of Aspen on Highway 82, the ghost town’s remnants stretch along the valley floor for about a half-mile, though most of the buildings have virtually disappeared or disintegrated into mere footprints.  Anchored on the lower end by the skeleton of the 1880 Farwell Stamp Mill, there is a large turnout for parking at the upper end of the remaining buildings.  Self-guided tours of any length you desire can be pieced together from the new brochure as standing buildings are denoted on the map differently than collapsed structures.  Though at one time larger than Aspen and big enough to have three post offices, Independence’s boom only lasted a few years before the ore deposits (Independence was the area’s only gold-producing district) ran out.  Don’t miss this chance to experience one of the area’s truly historic sites before the snow closes the road.

Another town that was larger than Aspen at one time is Ashcroft and visiting this Castle Creek site in the fall is highly recommended – the nearby changing aspens make for classic high-country Colorado photos.  As Aspen grew in the early 1880s the town of Ashcroft was the lifeline that supplied the growing population.  The first telegraph, toll road and stagecoach route all went through Ashcroft on their way to Aspen.  Like Independence Ashcroft’s heyday was short-lived but its use as a set for the 1950s TV show “Sergeant Preston of the Yukon” means there was a bit of restoration 60 years ago and some stabilizing in the 1970s so the state of the buildings is better than Independence.  The Blue Mirror Saloon, the Hotel View and other buildings line the Main Street that at one time saw a population of about 1500.  Though accessible year round on the paved and plowed Castle Creek Road, Ashcroft is at its best when the fall colors offer the perfect photogenic backdrop.

For more information on either Independence or Ashcroft please call the Society at (970) 925-3721 or go to our website’s ghost town pages and click here  http://www.aspenhistorysociety.com/ashcroftmuseum.html for Ashcroft or http://www.aspenhistorysociety.com/independencemuseum.html click here for Independence.    
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