Ice Cream Social Has Historic Roots

The Aspen Historical Society’s traditional annual Ice Cream Social – complete with celebrity scoopers! – will be taking place on Saturday, August 7th from noon to 2:00 pm at Ruth Whyte Park, the grounds of the Wheeler/Stallard Museum at 620 West Bleeker Street.  Long seen as a bit of cool relief during some of the hottest days of summer, the Traditional Ice Cream Social is more than just a party: it’s an historic event!  

In the days before refrigeration, when the supply of stored ice from the previous winter’s harvest was getting low as summer temperatures rose, it was the trigger that set off plans for a community-wide ice cream social.  The Aspen Historical Society keeps this tradition alive by hosting our Traditional Ice Cream Social as the summer reaches its warmest (we hope!), at about the same time that the community’s stored ice might have been running low.  Though we don’t actually use ice saved from last winter, attendees will be treated to a variety of fine ice creams along with selected toppings.  And as if that isn’t enough, celebrity scoopers will dish out the goodies!  Join Pitkin County Sheriff Bob Braudis, musician and radio host Dan Sadowsky (scooping as “Pastor Mustard”), talent scout Dede Brinkman, Aspen Peak Magazine publisher Alex Halperin and former Red Onion manager Dave “Wabs” Walbert as they fill your ice cream bowls with cool refreshments on a (hopefully!) hot summer day.  As is the tradition, we will also have a selection of lawn games set up for your enjoyment.

For more information about the Traditional Ice Cream Social or any other Aspen Historical Society sites, programs, tours or special events please call 970-925-3721 or go to www.aspenhistory.org.
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