New Exhibit Takes You “Out of Your Mind”!

Remember that Farah Fawcett poster?  Lava lamps?  Aspen State Teachers College?  Ski bums? Ladies softball?  Claudine/Spider?  Well, the Aspen Historical Society does and you can find these and more at our new Wheeler/Stallard Museum exhibit, “Out of Your Mind, Body and Spirit: Voices of Aspen, 1975”.  The exhibit is now open and is available for viewing during museum hours, Tuesday through Saturday, 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  Admission to the museum is FREE for Society members or $6 for adults.  

While there are those who may think that a museum exhibit on a period of time within their lives might not seem appropriate or even historical enough, it should be pointed out that “Out of Your Mind” looks at what life in Aspen was like 35 years ago (by comparison World War II wasn’t even 20 years past by the mid-60s when books, museum exhibits and national memory had relegated that world-changing event to the history books)!  From the historical prospective the 1970s in Aspen were a time of civic introspection and somewhat hedonistic lifestyles that nevertheless produced some of the country’s most forward-thinking growth control legislation, world class athletes, great cultural amenities and even one of the first pedestrian malls anywhere.  John Denver was in the prime of his career, Aspen State Teachers College flourished (and confused) and celebrities populated the area to the point that Aspen became known as the “Hollywood of the Rockies”.  A darker nickname – the “cocaine capital of the world” – and a few high-profile episodes (Claudine and Spider, Ted Bundy) also haunted the town and the Aspen’s reputation as a drug-culture mecca worked to keep our remote mountain Shangri-la in the minds of people all over the world, for better or (in these cases) worse.

All of this and more is touched on in the new exhibit.  Be sure to linger in the “Ski Bum Room” (a real lava lamp, that Farah Fawcett poster, cinder block shelving, etc.), enjoy the early digital “street map” created by a group of locally-connected MIT students at the dawn of the digital era and be amazed at the amount of nationally and internationally acclaimed music that came out of the area, both classical and contemporary.  “Out of Your Mind, Body and Spirit; voices of Aspen, 1975” is showing in the Wheeler/Stallard Museum’s Second Floor Gallery and will remain in place through the summer and winter seasons.  Please call 970-925-3721 for more information.
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